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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a satisfactory image for confirming 
a fingerprint without requiring any complicated and 
expansive optical element by composing a system of a 
platen prism for forming the fingerprint image, 
photodetector for detecting light supplied by an 
objective lens, and correction prism for decreasing the 
effective optical path length of a main beam. 
CONSTITUTION: This system is constituted of a light 
source 22, a platen prism 14 for internally reflecting light 
so as to prepare the fingerprint image when placing a 
finger, a correction prism 30 set to directly receive the 
fingerprint image from the platen prism 14, a 
photodetector 48, and an objective lens 38 set to form 
the fingerprint image on the photodetector 48 by 
receiving light from the correction prism 30. Thus, the 
fingerprint image can be obtained by utilizing the planar 
platen. Without requiring any complicated optical system. 
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